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Executive summary
The aim of this study is to implement 
a child-to-child learning paradigm 
and investigate the elements that 
support and impede its growth. As 
part of the model’s implementation, 
manuals, assessments, and 
guidelines were created to aid in 
the creation of knowledge that 
is pertinent to the context. Young 
facilitators received training on 
both the activity package and 
the practical use of the child-to-
child method. To implement the 
child-to-child learning paradigm, 
the community collaborated with 
primary school teachers, parents, 
and district education authorities. 
A readiness to support and 
participate in the implementation 
of the activity package that aids 
in expanding the child-to-child 
learning model was indicated by 
parents, educators in the East and 
West Dembiya districts, primary 
school teachers, and members of 
the community. Lack of a regulatory 
framework and a limited source of 
funding, however, might make it 
difficult for child-to-child learning 
models to expand and sustain, 
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Introduction 
Ethiopia has made great strides 
towards achieving the goal of 
universal primary education under 
the Education for All programme by 
offering free education, investing in 
teacher preparation, and launching 
campaigns to motivate parents 
to send their children to school 
(Engle, 2010). In Ethiopia, preschool 
attendance is not required. Most 
kindergartens are owned by 
private, non-governmental, and 
faith-based organisations, and 
they are primarily found in big 
cities. Many kids, particularly in 
rural regions, start school in grade 
1 at age 7, making the transition 
to primary school challenging for 
many (Piper, 2010).

Numerous socioeconomic and 
structural factors, including 
inadequate government support 
(monitoring, policy, and financing), 
private school tuition, a shortage 
of qualified teachers, a lack of 
curriculum, and a lack of community 
awareness about the value of 
preschool education, impede the 
quality and expansion of preschool 
education (Orkin et al., 2012). 

Ethiopia’s government introduced 
the “zero class,” a preschool 
programme, to all government 
primary schools in 2007(Ministry of 
Education, 2010a). Parents and 

community contributions cover 
teachers’ stipends (Orkin et al., 
2012), and the government’s role 
is to provide technical support and 
periodic monitoring. Additionally, 
with UNICEF’s assistance, the 
Ethiopian government launched 
a pilot model of the Child-to-Child 
Approach for School Readiness 
Programme (CtCSRP) in Oromia, 
Tigray, and Harari) (UNICEF Ethiopia, 
2014). The program’s objective was 
to provide participants with the 
reading, numeracy, and social and 
emotional skills they would need 
for a smooth transition to primary 
school, or grade one.

Ethiopia’s child-to-child approach 
to school readiness programs 
has been discontinued in 
several locations, including the 
Amhara region, due to design, 
management, and monitoring 
issues. The program’s quality, 
sustainability, and scalability were 
impacted by various factors. We 
conducted scoping study  and 
examined  the teacher guide, 
the young facilitator guide, and 
the zero-class along with activity 
books for school readiness. The 
learning activity book primarily 
focuses on basic literacy and 
numeracy skills, with some content 
lacking local relevance for rural 
Ethiopian children. The program’s 
failure was also attributed to 
insufficient funding, parental 
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support, community ownership, 
inadequate teacher engagement, 
and limited government support 
and monitoring. Thus our aims to (1) 
adopt and implement child-to-child 
learning model in two districts:  East 
Dembiya and West Dembiya and 
(2) identify enabling and hindering 
factors for expansion of play-based 
child to child learning model.

Research overview
The goal of this study was to 
identify the factors that reinforce 
and undermine the child-to-child 
model in East Dembiya and West 
Dembiya districts using a case study 
design  and a qualitative research 
approach. Education authorities, 
school administrators, parents, 
teachers, and kids participated in 
a semi-structured interview to find 
out what facilitat and  imped the 
implementation, and sustainability 
of e child-to-child model. Thematic 
analysis was used to examine the 
data by the study’s objective. 
The Institutional Review Board of 
the University of Gondar provided 
ethical approval before the start of 
data collection

Findings 

Enablers of scaling child to 
child model

•	 Child to child model received 
support from different from 
young facilitators, school 
directors & teachers, village 
administrators, district, zonal and 
regional education officials and 
many parents. 

•	 District education officials have 
demonstrated dedication 
to adopting a child-to-child 
approach and incorporating 
it into their education activity 
plan. 

•	 The motivation and commitment 
of education leaders would 
contribute to expand the child-
to-child model in the districts.

•	  Young learners’ parents, young 
facilitators’ parents, and the 
community at large have 
shown interest in and accepted 
the child-to-child learning 
approach. 
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•	 They provided space to 
establish learning centers. For 
example, the Konger Center 
was established with a parcel 
of land donated by the village 
administrator.

•	 A number of parents sent their 
children to the learning centers. 

•	 The community and parents 
accepted the model and 
developed a belief in its 
importance.

•	 Young facilitators  enthusiastically 
engaged in the training 
sessions, adhered to their 
weekly schedules, and regularly 
delivered learning activities 
without any disruptions.

•	 Primary school teachers and 
principals strongly believed in 
the importance of child-to-child 
learning for a smooth transition 
to primary schooling. 

 

Constraints of scaling child 
to child model

•	 Limited parental involvement 
and support in terms of preparing 
play materials and recognizing 
them in the form of reward, 
praise, or appreciation. 

•	 Lack of promotion and 
integration of the child-to-child 
model with other sectors: The 
model was not promoted the 
model for other sector offices 
(e.g., the offices of revenue, 
agriculture, and health). 

•	 Some young facilitators’ parents 
expectation of  material benefits 
that compensate for the time 
their children spent in facilitating 
the child-to-child learning 
activities.

•	 Limited reliable source of income 
to support learning centers: 
Lack of a convenient learning 
environment: The centers were 
established under trees in the 
middle of the villages. 
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Conclusions

•	 The play-based child-to-child 
learning approach provides 
learners with an opportunity to 
develop the cognitive, social, 
and emotional preparedness 
necessary for promoting primary 
school learning. 

•	 In order to develop knowledge 
and scale up play-based 
learning to enhance the 
transition of children to primary 
school, the child-to-child model 
needs to be implemented 
effectively with enough time 
allocated for preparing, 
developing, and executing play 
activity packages, manuals, 
and guides.

•	 The engagement of different 
bodies, including district 
education officials, school 
directors and teachers, the 
community at large, village 
administrators, and parents, is 
crucial to adopting and scaling 
up child-to-child learning in East 
Dembiya and West Dembiya 
Districts of Ethiopia.

Recommendation 

•	 A successful child-to-child 
learning approach requires the 
engagement of parents in the 
design and implementation. 
Thus, primary school principals 
and teachers in schools are 
advised to work so as to 
increase the engagement of 
parents in child-to-child learning 

through adequate training on 
the importance of parental 
involvement for the success of the 
child-to-child learning approach 
for a smooth transition of their 
children to primary school and 
later school success. Because 
if parents are adequately and 
continuously trained to support 
young facilitators, they will be 
ready to engage in the process.

•	 The district education officials 
are expected to promote the 
model and create awareness 
among all concerned parties 
(the office, health, agriculture, 
police, women, and children) 
to collaborate with schools to 
successfully realize the child-to-
child learning approach.

•	 Community leaders and primary 
school teachers should create 
various modalities to generate 
income that supports the centers 
through different means, such as 
savings and organizing events.

•	 Community leaders and primary 
school teachers should also 
arrange a convenient learning 
environment by constructing 
classrooms and toilets and 
mobilizing the local community 
to contribute to the construction.
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