
THE sECOND ANNUAL KIX SYMPOSIUM

November 9, 2021 7:00-8:30 AM (EDT)

AGENDA
The Global Partnership for Education Knowledge and Innovation Exchange (KIX), in partnership with the
International Development Research Centre (IDRC) and the Global Partnership for Education (GPE), is excited
to host the Second Annual KIX Symposium on November 9, 2021. from 7-8:30 AM EDT.  Register here today!

At this event, KIX will share updates on progress made in the second year of the initiative and share
information on upcoming priorities. During this event, KIX will also take a deep dive into two important
education priorities that have emerged throughout the initiative: Early Childhood Education and Teacher
Professional Development. Experts, policymakers and researchers from across Latin America and the
Caribbean and sub-Saharan Africa will present on 1) how these priorities were identified, 2) how these
priorities are being addressed through their research, and 3) how education stakeholders in GPE partner
countries are using the innovations and interventions that are emerging from the research. 

SESSION DESCRIPTION

Introduction Ian Macpherson , Lead – KIX, the Global Partnership for Education (GPE), will welcome 
guests, provide a few housekeeping tips and provide an overview of the agenda and 
objectives for the meeting.

Welcome Address Julie Shouldice, Vice-President of Strategy, Regions and Policy of the International
Development Research Centre (IDRC) and Alice Albright, CEO of the Global Partnership for
Education (GPE), will provide opening remarks.
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Update on Implementation Tricia Wind, Program Leader, KIX, the International Development Research Centre will 
present an update on progress made in KIX in its second year of operations including KIX’ 
work on gender equality and inclusion.

Early Childhood Education in
sub-Saharan Africa

In this roundtable discussion between experts, researchers and policymakers, four panelists
will present on the KIX thematic priority of early childhood education (ECE), how knowledge
is being generated to address the priority and how national delegations are sharing and
using knowledge on ECE. Joy Nafungo, Senior Program Officer, IDRC will moderate this
session.

1. Priority identification: The role of research in addressing existing knowledge gaps
in ECE

a. Presenter: Dr. Lynette Okengo, Founder and Executive Director, African Early
Childhood Network

2. Knowledge production and evidence use for strengthened education systems
a. Presenters:

i. Massey Tucker, Education Officer, UNICEF, Sierra Leone Country Office
ii. Melody Martin, Assistant Director, Pre-primary and Primary Education,

Ministry of Basic and Senior Secondary Education (MBSSE), Sierra Leone

3. Cross country knowledge sharing and use/application
Presenter: Anne Ngatia, Principal Assessment Officer, Kenya National
Examinations Council, Africa 19 KIX focal point

4. Round of questions between presenters + wrap up

Teacher Professional
Development in LAC: from
knowledge gaps to applied
solutions. 

In this roundtable discussion between experts, researchers and policymakers, four panelists
will present on how teacher professional development (TPD) was identified as a priority in
KIX, how knowledge is being generated to address the priority and how national delegations
are making use of the emerging findings on TPD that are coming out of KIX research. Ivana
Zacarias, from the KIX Regional Hub for Latin America and the Caribbean will moderate this
session.

1. TPD in LAC: identifying knowledge gaps and country demand



a. Presenter: Dr. Ivana Zacarias, Program Officer, KIX Regional Hub for Latin
America and the Caribbean

2. TPD and policy processes

a. Presenter: Gloria Menjivar, Vice Minister of Education, Honduras

3. Research evidence on TPD@scale in Honduras

a. Presenter: Dante Castillo, Director of Innovative Education Policies and
Practices at SUMMA

4. From evidence to innovation: Supporting teacher´s curriculum in the Caribbean

a. Presenter: Dr. Joel Warrican, Director, School of Education, The University of the
West Indies and member of the KIX LAC hub Advisory Board

5. Round of questions between presenters + wrap up

The Road Ahead In this final session, Naser Faruqui, Director, Education and Science, the International 
Development Research Centre and Margarita Focas-Licht, Manager, Partnership 
Development and Effectiveness, the Global Partnership for Education will discuss the 
priorities for KIX in the upcoming year and wrap up the symposium.




